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Werhope-thatlgpaﬂfgtdersvhave not suffered too nuch frau
this winter's terfible cold spells. We are very glad to hear that-
no gliders have been damaged. This would therefore be the first
time that our Club has come through a summer and a winter, which
in this case will be remembered for their dampness and their-cold,
without its gliders suffering damage. We have obviously lesrnt
some ugeful-lessons. Let's hope that this record can be maintained
in the fururel '

TATN
Here are some items of glider news communicated £0 USa_

The Moswey & imported by Ted Hull last August has spent the winter
in the Private Owners Workshop at Dunstable. This high performance
- Bwiss machine, with a 15.5 m wingspan, has gruck everyone by its:
superb workmanship and finish. It was built in 1950 and with
the machine that found its way to South Africa where 1t was used
- for-making the film "Whispering Wings", was the only Mosway 4 ever built.
At present, it has a nose launching hook which does not allow it to
" be winch launched. Ted Hull is coustructlng a trailer for it , thus
adding a seventh trailer to all those he has already built. '
His KITE 1, BGA 294, has been lent to Peter Allen and Partner
who will fly and look affer it at Cranfield.

JS Weihes in Britain. Last October, five of them were alrworfhy
- in the country. They were: _
BGA 448 - a machine built in Germany in 1943, now kept at
_&.n.gtable and still in its orlglnal form. -
- BGA 1297 -~ built in Sweden in 1943, flying today from Hinton
in the Hedges., Its landing wheel has been modified and it is equipped with
a buble canopy.
BGA 1220.—~ This is a cross bebween the German and Swedish Weihes.
Its fuselage is BSwedish amd was that of BGA 1021. The wings and
tailplane come  from BGA 12350, a German Weihe. All components were bullt
in 1943, This beautiful machlne has been modified to accomodate a
buble canopy-end the inboard portions of its ailerons have been
immobilised so that they now form part of the wings. Weihes-of more
recent construction alsc have shorter ailerons, but this machine has
a smaller rate of roll than that of Weihes with full length ailerons.
The aircraft retains the BGA number of the German Weihe.
BGA 1025 ~ Built in 1950 for the American Paul MacCready, who flew
1t to second place in that year's World Championships, this machine
was the last Welhe to be built in Sweden. Its present owner, Arthur
Cleaver, is in theprocess of reinforcing all the wing rib soldiers,
whether their glue is holding or not, prior to recovering the wings with
fabric. He hopes that his year's weather will allow him to fly the
Weihe and make all his efforts pay.
BGA (number unknown to usg) = a 1943 Swedish Weihe with bubble
canopy flying from Bardney.

We learn from Arthur Cleaver that extensive rebuilding work is
presently being carried out on a DFS Meise, BGA 449. Now in Cornwall,
thig machine is one of the very few (probably only two) Meises brought
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to Britain after 1945, It was once owned by Andrew Coulson of the
Newcastlie Club, and then by Frank Foster at Dunstable. It eventually
became the property of & Dunstable syndicate. Its present owner, Mr.
L.S. Phillips, of Truro, Cornwall, hopes to fly it this summer.

Rodi Morgan reports from Tangmere that efforts have been speeded up
to assemble his Rhoensperber. He has also been working on two Hawker
Fury prewar biplane fighters. One of them is a somewhat smaller version
of the Isaacs Fury. Rodi has already obtained many parts, ifgluding
the engines, for the aircraft but would appreciate if anyone could
help him with more Fury parts.

The AVIA 40P based '.t Perrenporth, Corwwall, was being recovered
with fabric last summer but we do not know whether this restoration work
has been completed. This machine is the last airworthy, prewar French
glider in existance. We believe, however, that this AVIA was built
during the war or just after it by Roche Aviation. The only other
existing AVIA 40P is in the Musée de 1'Air in Paris, It is a very light
sailplanc said to have been flying at less than:20 mph! :

An MU 13E (original version) was imported in rather bad condition
from Belgium last year.Its wings are about to be repairpd by Martin _
Breen at Booker. Thig was the cheapest two-seater glider to be produced
in West Germany after the ban on gliding was lifted in that country
in 1951. At the time, it cost only 7500 DM (£750), which compared well
with the Kranich 3 (11,000 DM) and the Condor 4 (16,000 DM) built by
Schleichers.

Martin and friends have just completed repalring an Olympia 419
at Booker but, whereas the MU 13E might just be considered Vintage, we e
doubts about the 41S, : : :

We referred some time ago in the Newsletter to the Grunau Baby 2B
BGA 1910, a special machine built in 1944 in Germany. We now have the
pleasure of welcoming its owners, David and Mary Squire, to the Vintage
Glider Club., The aircraft has been flying at the Royal Naval Air Service
Club at Culdrose. Por better take-off, landing and ground handling on ~
the Club's hard runway, the Grunau Baby was cquiped with a small trolley
undercarriage using two T.49 Capstan tailwheels. This machine is still
in its 1944 form but, unfortunately, showed some glue failure last
November. Its owners despaired of ever flying it again. Fortunately,
Roy Greenslade of Humberside Aviation offered to repair it
at a reasonable price and with excellsnt workmanship. David and Mary
hope to get it flying in March or April. This rare Grunau with a li4m
span {as compared with 13.57m for the standard Grunau), a larger
tailplan: , an enclosed canopy (also original), has an excellent
performance. ' '

The Kranich BGA 1258 1is now residing in a large, heated warehous.
belonging to Taskers, a firm that builds heavy lorry trailers. Bill '
Pattison, its owner, says that work is moving ahead again but only slowly.

Fred Poxrton has been working on a Tutor, BGA 1745, for Several
months. This machine is from Tarlton Moor, but has been at Weston
Supermare for about a year. Previously, the aircraft was at RAF Cranwell
and was covered with 201bs of paint and dayglo., Its military serial
number was XE 760 which we are told was the gserial of a Cadet Mk 3
(T.31b). It seems that the RAF may have chni—ed its fuselage and kept
its serial number. '

Fred is now looking for a Primory Glider to rebuild as a project.
‘Can anyone help him, please? HiS Grunau Lon Baby, BGA 1409, has spent
the winter outside in Peter Allen's - its former owner- excellently built
trailer at RAF Locking, Weston Supermare.

We are hpppy to report that the construction of the H.174 (Huetter)
has begun at Southdown Aero Services, Lasham. During a vigit there
before Christmas, we saw one of its main bulkheads arrive. Ken Fripp
says that it will be built in original form and finish,so that its
empty welght will be close to the fantastically light designed weight
of 65 kg. Ken adds that the main construction work will be carried
out after the CofAs have been completed.

Talking about the Huetter, we learn from Bim Molineux in Kenya
that he is having a diminutive trailer built for his own H.17A which
might = there is a 50-50 chance - be coming to Europe to take part in
our next International Rally or in Competition Enterprises. This is
what you call real enthusiasmli
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The H.174 is in fact the Goevier 5. Peter Sellinger, who is writing
a book on Schempp Hirth aircraft, tells us that the statepent that
we made in a previous Ncwsletter to the effect thaf the Go 4 had flown
before the Go % needs to be correcved. The first Go 4 flew on 30th
November 1937 at the Hornberg. The first o 5, or H.174A, was flown before
this. It scems that Wolf Hirth gaye the Huetter brothers the order
to starf the development of the Go 4 in May 1936. The building of the
first Go 5 was started in the late sumger of 19%6 but the prototype was
completed and flcvn before the first Go 4.

Correction

Contrary to a report in the Newsletter, Anna Kienhoeffer does
not own a Goevier in Scuth Africa. The machine referred to is owned
by the Cape Town Club and is currently for sale after bheing rcbullt.
Anna is part owner of a Kranich %. If the MU 13E is to be considered a
Vintage glider, then the same nmust apply to the Kranich 3 and the Condord
which were designed in 1951, as was  the Slingsby Sky.

Tifty per cent reduction!

Geoff Moore has sent us the welcome news that Townsend Thoresson
and Sealink arc offering 50 per cent reductions for trailers on some
of their cross channel routes this year. We understand that these
reductions only apply on some crossings and that it micght be necessary
.to take the ferry either in the morning or late at night. We hope that

this will persuade many British Vintage glider owners To enter the
next International Rally!

PHILIP WILLS

It is with great sadness that we have to announce the death of
Mr. Philip A. Wills, one of the VGC's founding members, on 16th January
after suffering for two years of a seemingly incurable back complaint.
He was 70.

Philip Wills started gliding in 19%2 at a time when he was already
a light scroplane pilot. He quickly became a private owner and became
Britain's scecond Silver ¢ pilot after Eric Colllns. Pro7ressing from
a Scud 2 to a Hjordis in 1935, to a Minimoa in 1938, he became Britain's
first Gold C pilot and the tird in the world, the Gold C having been
crecated that same year. Between 1937 and 1958, Philip Wills flew in
seven World Champilonships and became World Champion in Spain in 1952.
Until last year, he was Britain's only World Champion. He won countless
National Championships and broke several national records.

Apart from his flying achicvements, he displayed a remarkable
ability. to organisc, an ability which served him in good stead not
onlf in building up a faﬂlly import and cxport bu81ncss, but also
in dcvelopplnp the British Gliding .ssociation of which he became Chairman
His organizing ability, and-his- lona fight for more frcedom an the air
and Tower restrictions did much for gliding in Britain and the rest of
the world. Philip Wills was the author of three gliding books: "On
being a bird"” (which has Jjust beon re-edited), "Whore no birds fiy" and
"Frece as a Bird'.

A Memorial Service was held at St. Clement Danes Church, the
Lir Force Church, in the Strand, London, on Friday 3rd February. 1t
wns attended by Alr Vice Marshal Brian Stanbridge, representing the
Duke of Edinburgh, and Mr. R.A.S. Ames, who represcnted Prince Charles.
The attendance also comprised hundreds of glider pilots, both old and
young, RAF men, businessmen, friends and rclatlves. The Army and Navy
were also representod The &ddress was glvon by Anthony Smith, the well
iznown baloonist.

Philip Wills leaves his wife, Litfy, who helped him so much during
success and illness,; hig daughter, and thrce sons, ali of whom have
Gold Cs. To all of them, wec should like to cxtend our sincere condolences
and say how much Philip Wills will be missced by his 7Y  friends in
the Vintage Glider Club,

A month after Philip Wills' death, over nine hundred glider
pilots and guests at the annual Award Banuet of the Soaring Convention
in Washington DC stood silent in hig honour for one nminute.



GIRMANY

Radios to be obligatory for glider pilots

German gliders have always been so.erely controlled by Civil
Service restrictions. Theilr pilots ncced medical certificates, licences
to fly, licenses to cloud fly, licences to usce radios and
licences for cross country flying. it lcast, that's what we've heard.

In addition, all ;1idin~ at altitude is forbidden throughout Germany
because alr space 1s controlled above 3000m. :

We now have the very unplcasgant news that, ‘as from lst April 1979,
all gliders leaving their airficld circults in West Germany will have
to be equipped with /20-channcl radios, cach channcel being 25 KHz apart.
Thesce gets cost about 2000 DM, or roughly £700, and weigh 2.5 kg.

Ag 1f this were not enough, we hear that a similar ruling will apply
to cross country glider pilots in Switzeorland.

Laturally, this now restriction on the freedom of flying could
affect our mectings in both countries as the very hight cost of these
sets may ve beyond the means of some of our members. The news was not
warmly rcceived by glider pilots in West Germany. Although the new
regulationis officially justified by an increase in civilian and military
ailr traffic, many people feel that it is just the result of an over-
whelming burenucracywhere c¢ivil scrvants tyy to justify their cxistence
by -inventing rmew regfulations. The invasion of red tape and the encroachment
of the Civil Service obviously affect continental countries as welll

The decision to impose radlos on glider pilots comes from the ‘.
Ministry of Defence and the National Flight Safety Organization. It has
already becn hailed by the International Civil Aviation Organisation
25 a most important utep in flight safety.

But for a great many expericnced pilots, it is Just anothed . rcd
tape measure curtdiling our diminishing freecdoms. Unfortunately,
littlc can ~pparantly be done to fight against the measure.The
President of- the Baden-Wucrtemberg fero Club said that he could do .
nothing about it.

Should gliding associations in Germany and elstwhere launch a
campalgn against these obligatory radios—and the danger that they will
soon te imposed in other countries as well? Chris Wills certdinly thlnks
so. He believes that we should stand and fight because, he clalms, "we
have heen sheep for too long"., Glider pilots in Britain should urg
their German friends to"rise against their bureaucracy” for the sake of
freedom. The Vintage Glider Club, small as it is, should pledge its
support to those who, in GDrFLnJ, intend to fight against the new
regulation, with the hope that the other glider pilots of the world
will Jjoin in. r’

© Chris~Wills adds the following: "Pallips Wills fought for freedo
in the air. Now that he is no more, let us carry on the fight as .
never before. Thanks to his efforts, British -reudom of thb alr is the
unvy of all Eurocpc

"An incident thathappened two days ago uxplalns my opp081t10n to
radios and controllers. I was cleared for take off in a Cessna 150
against an aeroplane landing towards me at Booier. At the last moment,
the controller saw the other asroplanc, and shouted for it to overshoot.
Had I procceeded with take-off as per controller's instructions, There
would have been a magnificent cellision at 100 ft altitude, right in
front of the Control Tower. is it was, the take-off was abandoned and
the opposing aeroplanc hurtled past overhead. Had there been no radio
{and thus no control), both pilots would have made their own decision
and thoe Incident would probably never have occurred.

"The modern glider pilot may have to concentrate more on using
the raodio than on flying, so that his flying will deteriorate".

There is no doubt that the compulsory introduction of radios
on gliders will give risc to & heated and prolonged dcbatbe.

"Start in den Wind"

This book by Peter Riedel, whose title translates "8tart in to Wind",
nas come out at Motorbuch Vurlaq, Stuttgart, edited by Jochen von
Kalckreuth. It has the subtitle “Erlebto Rhoenneschlchto 1911-1926"
(Txperiences at the Rhoen Tontest) and its unp11Qh edition is to come out
shortly.
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S5till an active pilot today, Peter Riedel sbtarted gliding at the age
of 14 and took part in the first Rhoen Meeting in 1920 w1th his second
glider. Drawing from his own experiences and from intervicws with
old Rhoen pilots, and making use of many beautiful old photographs,
he has created a truly ﬂagnlflcent book plunging the reader in the
atmospherc of these hisvoriczl carly Rhoecn mectings. The text is vivid
and the photographs of Zinc quality.

With the help of inverviews, Petor Riedel reconstructs the Rhoen
Meetings vack to 1911 and beginsg his account by writing about earliecr
Wliding pioneers. He glves credit to Sir George Caylcy as the first
nan, - to construct a man-carrying circraft in 1851 and to other pionecers
who built their machines teforce Lilienthal.

Peter Riedel and tho Zate Jochen von Kalckreuth, a great alpine
pilot, photographer and amthor of two magnificent alpln“ gliding
boocks - "Segeln uber die slpen” (-liding over the Alps) and "Das
Stille Abenkeuer” (The Silent ﬂdventure)— have created a unigue book
of the greatest interest to oll those concerned with gliding history.
Although it is essentially a German story, it should be remembered that
sliding on the Wasscerkuspe was almost all the world's gliding nistory
at that time. The book s not likely to be cheap in English, but we
fecel that it will be a "must" for everyonec's gliding library.
Peter Ricdel willl be producing another book, "Ucher SonnigeWeiteon”
er sunny distances), describing gliding at the Wasserkuppe from
926 to 1939 and devoring somc space to postwar ¢£liding at the Rhoen.
If this bock turns out to he as good as the first one, then it
will be yot ancrther ncecessary addition to our gliding libraries.

B SLICINT agoen

Fresh efforts are being made by Helmuth Dette and Ofto Bellinger
to put new life into thb‘Jﬁssbrkqub Muscun. In vicw of this, we
were surprissd to sec that Helmuth's Rhocensperber was for sale
in the December issue of Acrokuricr. The craft is for sale at 6000 DI
and thosc interested can phonce 0611-%% 92 11, To create the Muscum, an
appeal for funds has been launched and a raffle 1s being run whereby
cach ticket, costing 10 DM, will buy a brick for the building.
Thosce who buy at least five bricks will have their names entered
in the Golden Book of the German Gliding Museum. Ploase sond money to
Konto Mr 2000156, Kreissparkassce Goersfeld, Rhoen, under the heading
"Sperrkonto, Baus+01n Scoclflugmuseun' .,
The Draw will yield fre ?ol1ow1n3 prizcs: A ticket from Francfurt to
QOomfoatulﬂ, in the Orange Frec State, and a voucher cnabling the
ucky winner to have 400DM's worth of pliding in the South African
thermal paradisc is the first prize. The sccond: A return flight in
a Boelng 747 cockpit from Froancfurt to Las Palmas. The third: A flight
to any German destination by Lufthonsa. The fourth: & SINN aviation
caronometre. The fifth to Tthe twonty-fifth prize will consist in a signed
copy of Hanna Reitsch's book "Flicgen, Mein Leben'.

Glider news

Ernst Walbter reports from the Schleswig Holsteiln that "o was
able to achicve a distancce of over 200k in his wondoerful short
fugsclaged MU 13D last October. He now knows that a 300xm flicht in the
nachine is "on".

Klaus Hoyn weports that it has boen so cold, with temperatures
of minus 7/~ C, thaot h hos been unable to work on his BSchacdelspalter
(Grunau 9). He¢ says that n airworthy Kranich 2B and a Condor &
ware scen recently on the Bovarisn airficld of Gunzoerg. Unfortunantely,
they will he taken out of the air and housed in o muscum.

AUSTRI.

An Avstrian Casino organisation 1s keen to organisce a Vintage
Gliding Meeting for ws nenr Vienna, This was ascertained by Poul
Serrics during contacts with them last October. The suggestion may
well be worth following up,and an Austrian venuce would be welcomed
by many participants ©o the International Rally. 1In any event, this
would not take place in the immediate futurc as the next Rally is
plammed this summer at Bricenne le Chnteau.
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AUSTRATTA

Martin Simo:xs has sen ug debtails of the Pelican 2, a machine
owned by vebteran pilot Jeoci Barrett which made a well noticed appearance
2t the inavgural rRally of the Auvstralian Vintage Glider Association
last October- rchchd on our last issuc.

He writey: "The Pelican 2, Australian design, was not really
modellc” on Kronfeld's Austric. The history of the type moes back
to the late thirties, whe :n Martin Warner in Sydrney designed a glider
called the Kite {no relation to the Kirby Kite). This Warncr design
woe in erfest o Smproved fHoceilod prinary - very lightly constructed,

with a geood, tapcred wing and no struvs. ITnstead of the "gate" type
rusclage, iv nad 2 triaagular-scctiloned vall boom, but the basic "A" frame
frout which carriced the mlo’r 3 “oaf and controls was very like a

Drgling. It was i 11

Doon™ annrirince. It flow very well? and was followed by the Kite 2,
wihich had devuiled imorovements. The Kite 1 eventually found its way to
Woolkeweie waich wias alecady a forward-looking club. In the immediate
pDest-ror ygurn. this c¢lub was operatiang a bwo-soutor callcd the Pelican
Wwoich coensiczyved of a "Pratt! utility glider fusclage marricd to the

o b=GoWn W&l ﬂ etronzvhoned wing of a homebuilt and very webbly glidor
Troat Lod boon built in Adeladde by somconce with more enthusiasm than
[iall Sl Kot i) knazlodgc

Ve LD L0 00 Pollicon was written off in a minor crash, the

o brild a two-senter version of the Kite 1 and set to

~ outline was thus the same as for the Warncr Kite. Jock
maed the club din 1937 and still flies at Waikcerie, was

caisacer, out tha stressing was done by Hareld Bradley, an
@rpinocer. Tho wing was TOd/‘dHlCullV very good,and very scrong.The
2uosclame, Likte the Ki'i:ej had o trlanpular tail boom, but with side by

side zeating, the "pod™ bocame very fat indeed. It wos said that when
the club ﬂD‘PO“‘ vegan building it, thoey misrenad the Bradley drawings
ard made all wis outslide dimcencions apply To the inside, so the pod

finighed up soveral inchos widenr uﬂd docpoer enn than he had intended.

“ohe Pelicon 2 fles for the Tirst time in 1952, It was in regular
use for wmany veurs and ther was ThLLrod after the tail boom broke off
: Ik Dax
G

one Gay In oonoavy lhuu*“ ettt eventually repaired it and,
about four O a0, a Ge.of A. for the old thing again.
j+ ?1ﬁ alras . t was nresont in 1974 at the World
Ch plupsh;;, at Wositoia bulb uid not netunlly competo.

"The Hive 0 was lost il o mid—alr breax up ven miles north of

LS
Wallkeric in aboul 1947, The DWJ,', K:n Ricbe, was killed. It is thought
he was oversone by laok oi ovygen ab ahout 15,000 ft. After the
WPrQC At o3 found the searchn party 1it 2 ol”ﬂ&l fire which got out
ol conbrol an des'u cye .

$orTub 1&31, I think the

g
suett o dneis
befors the
thz 2GA in
i I ﬂﬁQJ;uc.t;ﬁ
;:“torﬂgno“ s}
u Jmpia, Tosu
i Uh nore of f
1t 1 countend

:d The glider and somo qundrcds of acrcs of
¥ osav ;d the nilot's remains. _

worie Clun is cud of the fact that they were using

CTLON BOUHOOS ro“ularIJ (Jit? the Pelican 1) several years
21 appeared in Inglac?, Thov actually received lotters from
RS AL ﬂ@kﬂng for advice about two-scater training. Most clubs
that fine were s5till using Daglings and Cadets. The

ns Policun 2 was rockonod to be about as good as the

ol thi; was an ox gzmeration, but it is certainly

ent al high upoedu fhan the Slingsby T 21 with which

"C RE PLASE ¥OLR OLD GLIBZRS

Further_to the information given in our last Newsletter, we have
" recelved morc nterﬂst¢nwﬁqnd concerning the buwllding pilansg of
srowar glicers.

Brast Yalther has kindly son
of drawing »riave 1 his LOSS0ess

us a 1ist of a very large number
for the MU 13D, This may be an almost
rived from Australia with what may
Chs d¢ww1ngs° He i1s at present trying
s have to boe retumed to Australia.
en to Australia by a Gorman cmigrant

£
100
conplcte scte. W““Lin Simons hog ar
woll be o comploete scv of Rhoennadl
to pet theon conied,as The eoriginal
Thoy are belicved fo hovo Treon take
Just after che waw. :

Tod Hull hings been acot, Ly Fr&nz Schubert in Brazil, a complete
set of Rhoerbussard drawvings :




SCVEI

These scts must thercfore be added to these of the I8 Weihe, Kranich 2,
Meisce Olympin, Grunau Baby 2, H. 174, 2ll marks of Scud,and Zoezling
which we already knew cxisted in Britain.

In America, the Smithsonian Institute is currently building up
a library of Vintagoe glider drawings which can be printed from large
black and white transparcncics and maede avallable in sgets of runsornbl:
cost to glider canthusiasts all over the world., In view of tTho importance
of this task, wc wonder if membors who have rclevant drawings would
allow them to be takon to America by Jan Scott, an airline pilot and
President of the Vintage Soaring Associtction of America, and returned
as soon as possible after copying by the Smithsonian Institute. Will
members who might feel possibly concerncd contact Chris Wills about this
matter.

It is true that owners might not want to part with thesc prccious
drawings ¢ven for a short time, but we belicve that this is the only
way to enable the Smithsonian Institute to establish a definite
library containing the plans of gliders of the past, so that thesec
craft can be rcbuilt by enthusiasts all over the world in the future.

The Horten drawings that are now in the hands of the Vintage
Soaring Association of Amcrica are not quite s complete as was origina-
11y hoped. There arc nonc for the Horten %, but about 13 for the Horten
44. Thesc may or may not be sufficient for the construction of the
aircraft.

Ernst Walther wishes to ask whoether anyonc knows of a collection of
giher drawings. Drawings of the Reiher wing arce in the hands of

r1s Wills. They will bc sent to Drnst, bub there arc not nearly enough
of them to e¢nablc him o start construction.

SOME OF THk GLIDIERD, ¥FLOWN AT THE FIFTH OLDTIMER IMEETING AT MUENSTER

Report by Chris Wills

The MU 15D

Thers was great cxcitcment whon this was revealed to be an old

Erewar, original square, short fusclasg MU 13D built in about 1939.
ts ownor, Ernst Walter, stated that his much loved machine was very

similar to. the MU 13 "Merlin", the very first MU 13 prototype built in
1935, to which it ressemoled more than to the "Atalante" built in 19%6 by
Kurt Schmidt, and winner of the Rnhoen Contest in that year. We were
greatly strprised to lcarn that an original MU 12D should still oxist
in Germany, becausc we thought that the other ggﬁoo MJ 13%s still exis-
ting had the longer, triangular fusclage dating after 1943%. The fusclage
” Brnst Walter's machine 1s indeed from 1939, but the wings are of o
Wre recent manufacture (dating from the 1950s). The fusclage of the
craft had been given at about that tTime by a British Officer in charge
of a military club in Germany to a German ground engincer as 2
roward for his services. Bub there werc no wings and no availablo
dr~wings from which to build them. Eventually however, two drawings
were discovered in a ccllar and construction of the wings was started.
Morc recent MU 1%D wing drawings were found nnd the wings were
completed. Ernst Walter bought his MU 13D after secing it advertised
in Ag¢rokuricr during the 1960s. Ho has lovingly kept it cover gince
ncar Bremerhaven. 1ts only modifiestions arc its nosc and a roomy Canopy.

Ernst kindly allowced me, not a gualificd test pilot, to
have a two hour flight in his machine. Its ompty weilght was stated to be
270 1lbs, nearly 40 lbs less than the later MU 1lss, but its wings
being of morc recent construction, had non-Frisz type ailerons.

I found the contral loads on thoe stick and rudder poedals light.
I noticed no disagreeable ailcron drag and found the machine a delight
to fly. Despite o short fuselame,therc wos no lack of directional
stability. With its wings standing up at ot terrifically high angle of
attack, the aircralft had not completely stalled at an incredible
indicated 30 kph (18 mphi). Circling in 1ift could be achieved at
40 = 45 kph (24 -28 mph!l) whilce the machine still displayed a good
L:D between 50 and 70 kph. AT over 5000 ft above the ccentre of Mucnstor,
one nad the impression of hoverins like o bird with all the strcets and
houscs clearly vigible a2ll .round thanks to the plexiglass sides of the
cockpite.



Making a rather high landing approach, I sidec slipped the machine
with full air brakes. It gave the impression that, cven in the "bsence
of wind, it could be landed in a very small space. This is an ideal
sailplane for the small car owner, as trailer and glider probnblyweigh
- well undcr half a ton.It also proscents an unbeatable combination of
light weight and performance, its max L:D being of 1: 28. It is casy
to rig and to fly, but one hag to accept that speed is not its strong
point, and this can show in long flights agninst or across wind.

THE MU 17

Duc to the kindness of Rainer Keonch, I was allowed to fly this
machine during the Preic der Nationen Task which called for a flight
of cxactly 30 minutes followed by a spot landing. This machine was
constructed by Ludwig Xorch, Rainer's father, during the latc fiftics
and embodics many medifications +» the 1939 original. The prototype was
designed by Luwdwipg Karch as Munich University's entrant to the Olympic
sailplane contest in Rome. With the Meise, it was onc of the two
ontrants from Germany to be sclectad for that contest. Mo fewer than
a hundred MJ 17s were built in Prague in 1943, but they were aill destroyed
in 1945 or by the Allicd gliding cIubs using them later. It was therefore
necessary, in the late fifties, to build ftwo of the type again to
compare later tTypes with them in the interest of progress in glider
design. dAmong other modifications, these two later machines had
:anreask,d rudder surfaccs and. square wing tips. Some of the ecrlier .

MU 178 had retracting undcercarriases thﬂt lifted the nosc about %3 ft
above the ground.

The main wing pins are on the centre 11ne of the fusela ze, rather
than t~ ong side, which 1is usunl for MU 13Ds. The rudder is fitted on
after the tailplanc, like for the Minimoa. The rudder has no operaticn
horns but metal stops driven by two rams (push rods) from the fusylaqb.
There was no positive conncction, nnd it seoms to us that this is a
unique way of turning o rudder. The cockpit ig longer and more. comfortable
than that of a MU 15D and is fitted with an clevator trimmer.

The aircraft is a dclight to fly, all stick and rudder pedal loads
being light. Because of its lBﬂ h1Wh aspect ratio wing, as comparcd with
the lém wing of the MJ 13D, it fll“S a2 littlo faster than the latter
type. Flying spceceds for min sink and max L:D are similar to those of
the Meise Olympia, but its 2ir brakes arc not as effective as those
of the Mcisc. 5till, this machine gave the impression of being a
worthy competitor to the Meisc and would probably be cheaper to build.

THE MU 2%

Due again to the kindness of Raincr Karch, I was ablc to have a
prolonged flight in the back scat of this type. Its fuselage may well
have becn based on that of the two-senter MU 15. However, its 20m,

5 pieoce wing, 18 an original design. The machinc stands high up on

its retractablc undercarriage. Inspite of its great wing span, the
craft has light control loads. Take off run is short and climbing speed
good..The MU 235 climbed well in 1ift, engine stopped, at an indicated

80 kph and schcd to have cxecellent flvlnp and handling charactcristics.

THE CAUDRON C. 800

This machine is a piece of French Gliding History. The first
prototype flew in 1842 and no lcgs than 800 of the type were built after
the war as the standard traincer for all French gliding clubs and
centres. The fusclage is of soml monocoque wooden construction, nnd
its rather short opan wings are of ncar elyptical plan form. These
facts,and furthcer refincments of independantly operatable air brake
levers and elevator trim,gave the impression that it could never be
a cheap glider to build. -

The performance of this machine would put it in the category of
the hot air balloon, such being its ability to c¢limb at 50 kph or even
n little less, But 40 kph proved to be too slow 2 speced for the craft
as a slight buffet, indicating thc necessity for some nmore speed, omerged




